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THE NEWS THIS MOENING.

Fonrriax.~The building in which a cirens per-
formance was being given on Saturday in Berdichey,
Russinn Poland, took fire and 3C0 persons  were
burned to dea h. == At Oldham, Eugiand, on
Baturdsy cvening, a gane of rafflans e eated &
pivtons scene at o weeting at which Mr. Davitt was
sttemnting to speak. =—— Tbe engagrmeut of
Edwin Booth at the Residenz Theatre, Berhn, hus
been prolonged. A rising of Mussulmaus in
Eastern Roumelia is fenred, Marshal Serrano’s
party in Spain will abide by their programine
already announced,

Domesmic.—Fite broke ont early vesterday morn-
ml’ the kitchen of tha Plantersd Haonse, 8t 1Lane
and extended to the servants’ guarters; two ser-
vants lost their lives and two were injured, ———
Dr. (. W. Hackett, one of the putdisiers of The
Toesin, Laconia, N, H., was fata Iv njured in at-
tempting to escape from a burning huilding.
Bevere storus with intense cold hav - prevailed in
tnoe Northwest for severai dave, =—— There is
much indignation felt in Camden, Me., over &
ochinge ol postainsiers, =—=—= Iron workmen in Fa[l
River and Sowerset, Me,, threaten to strike against
a reduction of wages, Alsrm is felt in An-
zona over the restlessuess of the Apsches, ——=
Williaw G. Morma, ¢ ollector of Customs at Sitka,
speaks enthusiustically of tas mineral nohnoss of

" Alaska. The earriage works of T. G. handt,
Btoughion, Wis., were burped, causing & loss of
§100,000,

City AND BuBvrpay,—The steamship Neckar
reached this port vestefday with the crew of a
burn d British brig ; many overdue steamshipys also
arrived, The Rev. R. Heoer Newton preached
anothier of bisseries of s*rmous on the Biole; at
£t. George’s Church the Rev. Mr. Rawmsford de-
livered his first discourse; Dr. Co lyer told his
henrers “ How to be young st elglty.”——"Two
breach-of-promise suits have bern begun in Brook-
1yn. The Hev. Mr. Lightbourn reviewed Mr,
Beecher's receut lecture at Cooper Union,

Tag WEaTHER —TRIBUNE local olssrvations indi-
cate clear or fair and co'der weather, Temperature
yesterday : Highest, 36° ; lowest, 21%; average,
80,

An exccllent ‘chance for a most rigid appli-
eation of Civil Service Reform rules is offered
in the case of Mr. Tubbs, the postmuster at

* New-Loudon, Conn. Unless the duy has gone

by when it wus wrong to tuke undve advan-
tage of the widow and the futherless he will not
The most sumprising thing about the
story,'as it is told in our Washington disputches,
fs that Mr. Tubbs wus uble to secure u reuvwm-
ination.
——

Details of the attark upon two Americans,
Messrs. Emerson and Hulett, in Madagascar,
in which the former was wstantly killed, show
that it wus entirely unnprovoked. ‘T'hese Bos-
tonians were truvelling quietly, and Lad been
received by the natives ut some points with

* kindness, Suddenly they were assailed, and

Mr. Ewerson was shot down. M. Purent, a
French native, was also killed, and Mr. Hulett
was seriously wounded. The affur secms to
call for some action on the part of this Gov-
ernment beyoud the sending of the Enterprise
to Madagascar to find out what the French
are about. As for the death of Parent, France
will nudoubtedly see that it is avenged.

———

Pespite the numerons arrests in Ireland
within a few days, it may prove that the police
have not yet caught the Pheenix Park assassins,
The search, however, is kept up with a dogged

nee which promises well for final suc-
coss, Moreover, it will be strunge if the
promises of hiberal rewards aud immunity from
t do not eventualy lead to the dis-
covery and couviction of the murderers. Iu the
cable dispatches concerning the recent arrests
much stress is laid on the fact that certain
kuives bave been found which fit the euts in the
clotbing of the victims. This does not prove
much. Probably there are many knives in Ire-
Jand precisely like tuose which the murderers
used. They hardly hnd weapous of & pevuliar
kind made for the occusion.

— e —

Some of the sermons delivered yesterday iu
this city and Brooklyn were of wmore than
ordinary interest. ‘The main points of them
will be found in other columns of this issue,
Mr. Beecher covered a vuriety of topics, from
the chief end of man to the mspiration of the
Bible. In setlug forth Lis views on Evolution

Mr. Talmage in bis peculiar way arrived at
the peeuliar conclusion that if the doctrine is
true, when we eat roast pig, for exawple, we are
devouring our own relatives served up with
Worcestershire sauce. .Tho Rev. R. Heber
Newton  preached again on  the
right  criticism  of the Bible, aod
the Rev. Dr. J. M. Buckley criticised some of
the former sermons of the pastor of the
Anthon Memorial. The moral of certain re-
marks made at the temperance meeting in the
Masonic Temple is that before inviting a Turk
to speak it is well to find out what he is guing
to ray.

—

The charges in the equity proeeedings jnst he-
gun in the United States Cirenit Court agninst
John R. MecPherson, Democratio Senator
trom New-Jersey, nre serious enongzh to ronin
him politically, if only they can b= sustained.
The papers read more like the extracts from a
political campaign  doenment than  formal
charges in an action in court. It s declared
that Mr. MePlherson has used his politicsl
position to further his private fortunes by try-
ing to =ecnre legislation which wonld oblige
the railroads to ne pertain patents in which he
owned an interest. Lolbying is one of the
mildest metfiods he is charged with employing.
As we snid, thess charges are serions if they
can be snstained,  But it must be adwmitted that
the timeat which they were brought detracts
trom their force. Mr. McPherson hnnself de-
clares that they are untrue and are intended to
injore him when he comes up for reelection (o
the Senate s week, A letter from Tienton,
published elsewhere in this paper, indieates
that some of his party friends are not auxious
to Lelp him suceceed.

ARE REPURBLICANS GOING TO BLUNDER?

1t is possible that the fate of the Taril' bill
may e virtually decided in both bonses during
the euming week. Quite s loss of hope as to
this measure has appeared since the Loliday
recess. The impression of many shrewd men
in each house is that such amendments are
likely to be made that the pending bills will be
abandoned by their friends. How wounld the
watter stand if this shonld turn out to be the
resiult 1 Its seems especially important to con-
sider this at ouce, for there ave sone members
who say that they do not think it would be to
the intsrest of the Republican party to have
anything doue about the matter at this ses-
sion,

A Republiean Congress, at the session of
1851-82, created a Commission to investizite
the tariff and to report in what mauner nnd to
what extent it should be modified, This Com-
mission was designed to represent the defend-
ers of Awmerican indostry. It did represent
them so completely that the opponents of the
present system looked for no report af all
favorable to their views. Mr. Hayes had been
for vears the spokesman of the Woollen Mann-
.acturers’  Association, and Mr. Garland the
president of the Wool Growers' As<ociation.
Mr. Oliver was officially  and in personal inter-
ests the represeniative of the Iren aud Steel
Association, and Mr. Keoner was un especially
good representative of the sngar growers
I'ive other niembers were supposed and actoally
showed themselvea to bre in harmony with
these ; the Commissim as a whole represented
Amerienn fudustries, and  was especially com-
petent to consider their peeds, 1t reported that
the turiil ought to be substantially reduesd, and
thut such redaction would be permanently ben-
eficial to the very indostries that at the ontset
mizht seem most likely to object to it, More-
over, the 1eduction proposed was on no other
classes OF 1miports mors amportant thay on
those wery articlea about which the woul
growers, wool mannfactarers, iron and steel
mannfacturers and sngar growers were certain
to huve the strongest nterest and the most
thorough knowledge,

What geod renson ean the Repoblican party
give, if it vefuses to make reductions recom-
wended by such men? It eannot say that it
knows better what would be aell for the wool
manufueturer than Mr, Hayes, or better whist
would be we'l for the iron manufpcturer
than Mr. Oliver. That kind of cluim wonldl
hardly have weight with  fair-winded  and
imelligent voters. Neither ean it pretend that
as 1o the geoerel need of protecting American
industry as n whele it is more earnest or more
infermod than this Commission, or better alile
to judge what measures are eapedient to thiapt
ewl, When opponents of proteetio n assert, -
they now do, that the tariff inits presen’ fon.
isno longer upleld because itis needlul or
even useful for the protection of industry, but
thut changes are vow aesisted solely for the
maintenance of oppressive monopolies which
have grown up under that system, what have
the Republicans to reply ¥ They cun afirm with
truth that the party has no goch wimg that it hins
po other desire thon to promaete, streng! hen and
tuild  up Ameriean industry, and defepd
American labor.  But how much weight will its
ussertion lave, in contrast with 1ts refusal to
make changes which the Commission bas gro-
nounced for the permanent interests of hﬁmr
and of industry ¥

This is not all. A Senate committee, led by
Mr. Morrill, the tather of the protective tarifl,
has reported o bill substantially emboaying in
the main the propositions of the Tarift Com-
mission. This Wl wonld reduce the revenue
from customs pbout $15,010,000, namely : on
eotton, 83,681,000 ; iron and stecl, $5,200,000;
silke, $3,487,000; wool and woollens,
$£4,845,000; molassen,  §6,500,000;  sngar,
$15.500,000 ; inland transportation und other
churges, %5,400,000; and  other items,
$63,246,000, Nowman living can cluim to be a
more ardent and devoted friend of the Ameri-
can system than Mr. Morrill, nor has any living
man taken a larger or wmore influential part
in the framing and adoption of the proteciive
tariff, His colleague pext on the comumittes,
Mr. Sherman, is another of those whose eurn-
extuess nod knowledge have been most abun-
dintly ghown., But the modification which these
gentlemen aud their nseociates propose, bhe-
lieving that it would be beuvelicial to industry,
it is supposed that the Republican party mav
refuse to pass. On what grousd T Cau the purty
go before the coautry elaiming that Mr. Morrill
and Mr, Sherman do not nnderstand the sub-
ject, or that they are not earnest and sineere
advocates of a sound and genuiue protection
of jndustry 1

I the party should put itself in this position,
it wonid be confronted at the next sexsion by n
Democratic majority, That majoity might
very easily compuse its differences for o time,
and make a powerful effort to allay public dis-
trust in order to secure the Presidency by tak-
ing up and passing the bill of the Caummission
or of the Senate committee. It could then cite
for ite justtication such eminent protectionists
s Messrs, Hayes, Oliver and Garland, or
Messrs. Morrill avd Sherman. It could chargo
with great Torce that the Reputlicans had re-
fused to do the eame thing only becaase a few
monopolists objected. Would the position then
be a desirable one for the Republican party ¥

Thus far the Democratie party has had nearly
a monopoly of the blundering aod of the con-
sequent bienniul and quadrennpial defeats.
Unless the Republicans want the lion's slure of
the getting beaten, they will be cateful this

year not to take the place of the Democracy in
making blundera, y

EXCISE LEGISLATION,

The number of excise biils ulready intro-
duced into tha Legislature indicates that much
of its time will be taken up with this kind ot
legislation, Every year many bills are taken to
Albany by the representatives of certain Dem-
ocratio districts in New-York and Drooklyn
with the apparent aim of making the retail
liquor business easier, safer and more profitable
for a not over serupulous class of dealers,

The excise luwa are not the best, probubly,
that could'be devised, but the great fanlt is in
their exeention. Yet the legisiative records
mway be searched in vain for any attemplto
«emedy this groat wrong. On the contrary, it
i the puipose of these bills to muke the execu-
tion of the excise laws more difficalt, A person
found violating them can now he summanly
arrested like any other offender.  But Seuator
Grady,  Tim" Campbell and others active at
Albany want an act passed b graot special
privileges to persons who violate the excise
laws. They reck tolave arrests mude only
ppon warrants issued by Poliee Justices, in
which event disreputable dealers with political
influence will bo safer from molostation than
at present, and  will not run the rick of
being locked up fora few honrs when found
bresking the law at night. Bosides, n patrol-
men is not anxions w provide extrn work for
bimself in serving warrants when ofl’ duty., It
is safe 10 gy that no dealer auxious to oboy the
law asks for any such change, The effect of it
would be to merease the violations of the law,
for the reason that dealers do not fear arrest in
the daytime, Itis always easy for them at such
times to get Aldermen and other politivians to
go bail for them, and that, under the existing ad-
ministration of the laws, 1s the cnd of such
CHE 8,

During. the last eight years the Police Just-
jees of this city have sent to the Geveral Ses-
sions for trinl over 13,000 excise cases, Very
few of these complaints huve ever been trivd,
and unless a nolle proseqin has been entered in
most of them by the present District-Attorney,
there must be over 10,000 of such cases atill in
his pigeon-holes. A strenge provision in the
excise laws requires the magistrate to tuke the
defendant's (ecognizance to the General Ses-
ions, with a surety in the peuslty of §100.
The defendant regards the matter as finally dix-
psed of, rveturusto his unanthorized traffie,
and, if arrested again, goes through the game
contse of procedure. e can better afford to
forfeit his bail, if it shonld happen not to be of
the “atraw " kind, in the event that his case
ahonld beealled for trial, than to purchise a
License. As there is no jury at Special Ses<ions
these casea cannot be tried there unless the ae-
ensed so elects, and he never does. Inare-
pott upon this subject the Board of Polico Just-
ices note it us a peculinr fact thet while per-
sons charged with violations of the excise laws
eleet to go to the General Scessions For trin!, be-
enune “from muany vears' expencncs they sup-
“ pose that they will never hear of their cixes
yet “io mneteen-twentieths of other

= :u:;l‘u'l."
4 misdemennors the persons churged elect tn e
@ tried by the Special Sessious fustoad of the
« GGeneral Sessions.”

The lax administration of the excise lawn is a
shame and disgrace to the ecity and n great
wiong to honest dealers, and for this the Ihis.
irict-Attorney’™s office is principally to blame,
thongh the police are by no means guiltiess,
Mayor Grace endeavored to inatitute a retorm
in this matter, bt Lie found himself powerless
to neeomplish anything, Reports made to him
by the Police Board last year sliow that in
eleven months SO0 arrests were miule for sell-
ing liguor withuut a liceure, with uo convie-
tions, nod that st one time there were 124
grog-shops known to the polics to be selling in
entire diwregard of the law, Reporis Trom
othor sources showeil that there were several
tnndred such places open tn the eity, Alwu
the same state of affairs exists to-day. Many
of these plaves are concert saloons and 1k dis-
reputahle  places  that  have refised
licenses, bat are evidently in the enjoyment of
police protection, us acresta hiyo heen minile in
those arrests,

(U

only s few iustances. Some ol
however, huve been of prominent lawhbreakers,
hke MeGlory ol Geoghegan, whom Iistrict-
Attorney MeKeon lias failed to prosecute in
the same way  thot he bas Cailed  in the lottery
casea, notwithstanding Wis lond promises of a
reform i the admivistration of the erimioal
laws, A few well-chosen cases,  promptly
prosecuted, with an honedt  administration
of the police force, would put an end to
this disgrace under which the city now suilers,
and wenld be an  act of  justice  to
the 9,053 dealers who pay for their licenses,
The Bourd of Poliee Justices, in relering
to  this sulject, say: “1t is  not troe
“ that these laws eanuot be enforeed in this
“gity, The history of ' our courts shows that
“ whenever one of these cases I8 on trial con-
 yiction by the jury is us readily obtaroed with
“eompetent testimony as in other cuses of wis-
“ demeanors,”

The excise laws were enlorced at one time
with beneticial results. Crime wos diminishiod
and the eity revenue increased. In 1564
there wius 001,000 paid in o the eity treasnry
fiom excise heenses  In 1875, when there bl
been s large increase in the population and in
the cost of the police protection, prisons and
asylums, the revenue from excise licenses hud
heen reduced to $538,058, Three years later,
nnder the same law, this revenne fell o
$251,106, With a ercat inerease in the
number of grog-shops, the revenus from this
gource last year was, according to the Con-
troller’s hooks, $515,302, or $19,6066 less than
it was seven years ago under the same laws,
and $175,000 leas than it was fouriecn years
ago, These are fucts which legislators will do
well to bear in miod when told that the preseut
excise laws ure too stringent and need modiflen-
tion, The Board of Police Justices, which is
certuinly & competent body to speak upon the
subject, has put on record the faet that the
great majority of the 68,000 arrests brought
before them  in the eonrae of a year are truce-
uble to the use of intoxicating liguors, and the
asylums are filled from the same canse, The
tuxpayers of this city are obliged to contiibute
this yeur neatly 3,000,000 for the mafuie-
dance of prisvns and asglums, and 3, 126,130
for police protection, exclusive of the cost of
the eriminal courts and of the large sum con-
tributed to private charities. 1f only one-half
of this expense can b lnid at the door of the
10,000 liguor-ghoos, they cost in direet taxes
about  $4,000,000, wand contribute  anly
#618,392, Is it pot sbont time, then, that
wome legislation was attemipted for the benefiv
of the taxpayers instead of the two or three
thousand liguor-dealers who want law-break-
ing mude eusior 1

PROTHCT THE BSANE,

The commission which has prepared cer-
tuin recommendations  in  regard to  the
laws. relating to the msane appems to
have felt the force of the popular idea
that sane persons are frequently unmured
in ssylums without warrant. Seversl ot the
suggestious therefore are of increased precan-
tiuns ngeinst such possibilities, while abundant

facilities are afforded for the escape of auy one
of sound mind who bas been wmituggled
through the outposts of experts into an unde-
gerved confinement.

There ia an element of romancs in the situa-
tion of an uuwarranted consignment to a living
tomb which has commonded it to snch novelists
as Wilkie Collins and Churles Reade, and has
leeply impressed a pnblic always eager for sen-
sations. One tale from rea! life of an ionocent
trasting wile torn from her friends by a faith-
less husbaud to weep behind the bars of an nsy-
Inm will immediately convinee the snsceptible
veatder that every asylum in the epuntry is filled
with similar vielims. Yet such crimes are hap-
pily of rare occucrence, and it is it possible—
novelists and over-excitable readers to the con-
trary notwithstandiog—that they coulil tnke
place often. The prominence given isulated
cases hus produced a elamor likely to cause
the umpression that this s the chier de-
feet in our legislation regarding the insane,
But sueh is not the ease. The recommenda-
tions of the commission as to more thorotgh
exuminations by experts for admission to asy-
Inms, anid as to the liberty of inmates to com
wunteate with their friends and to demand in-
spection by experts, areall excellent in their
way und worthy of adoption, but in no way
tundamental nor of primary imporiance. There
are matiers of more direct cons-quence which
the conumission appears to have ignored.  Let
any man of sound sense nsk hime«elf which is
the greater evil: the possibility of a sane per-
son's being semi-occasionally confined in an
asylum or the fact that there me numbers of
known lunatics ontside of asyluns who are al-
lowed perfect liberty among us, aithough Liable
wt wlmost any moment to break oub i some
dangerons act. It was not longago thata
Frenchman, longktnown to have besn demented
il yet never put nuder restraint, ran amuck
down u crowded street stabbing  rvight and left,
Hardly o weok passes that some ® erank " does
not wander into Police Headquarters or oue ol
the station houses, or is not heard of in con-
wectivn with threatening letters or s pistol or
kuife. There is neithor thyme nor reason in
permitting these unfortunates to wander at
large until in a moment of frenzy they perpe-
trate some ecrime. Then their insanity 18 ac-
knowledged. But why is it necessary to wail
for the crime to declare that they are irespon-
«dible and therefore dangerons to tue commi-
nity 1

This is one point that the gentlemen inter-
eeting  themselves an this  sulject might
consider—whether it {8 not worth while to
protect the community by examining lunuatics
outside of ax well ns inside asylums, aond
by putting them ount of the way of doing
harm. Nor should it be forgotten that experis
wike @ heavy respousibility npon  themselves
who allow patients of unsonnd mivd who
iy lN'l"'Il!l‘ l".ill):t"fl'llﬂ to remain at |Il'.:l‘ on
aceount of social or preuninry considerutious,

A PACIFIC GENIUS,

When Macaulay died it was geneally felt
that the Eughsh-reading world had lost its
most fuscinmting  essayist, its most  subtle,
learned, and eloguent  literary eritie,  Since
then—us they sy, every week or two, n thie
prospectus for stariing i new theatrical paper
— the want has long been felt™ of such a
n-\'ja-t\lr s of a witter w 'h'- sghonld l'|-}llljll.a!'. is
he dal, the learming of Bentloy with even more
At last, how
Dur new

thaun the brillianey of Shervdan,
ever, that waut has been supplie s
Mucaulay bursts forth upon the Pucilie slope,
and the pame of him is Wurren Chiency.

The new Maesulay, to be sure, difters from
He is great—but his greainess
lies ina special diroetion, Ho his o field of
lon own, His illustilons protoiype was one-
ative, and had the f.ll'llTT_\" of writing ot of
his own lhead, Cheney’s way is sipler and
tur more cxpeditions 3 he writes out of the
This s the age of the maz-
e e 1o

the old one,

Liewds of others,
uetic telegraply, and Cleney hus

lose, ‘I'hie ol way in literaiure, Like th wld
way in everything elae, must go to the wall,
Lord Bacon  worked very  hurd to wiite
those essays of his The oviginal  Ma.
canlay,—who died at  fifty nine, exhaosted
with toil,—was surely n progigions worker.
How minch easier and better,—if yon want liter-

ary repittation, and the power of doiwe pood
in the world with
of the old essavs, pat your mame to the oud of
it, and  publish it ns ariiele!
Tive desad nuthor won't wiss ity and, ten to one,
the liviog rewder won't know 1t, even by sight,
Cheney is not quite up to this yet,  He still
wastes u little time, But Cheney is youug,
and has room 1o grow,

At present the method of this new Macaulay
is Paraphrase, and his genins shines forth in The
Overland Monthly, of San Fiancizeo, The Over
land Monthly ia a magazine started in thae eity
in 1865, subsequently pui to hed, and just now
aroused, after a loong sleep. The Edilor says
that he ** hos pieked up the thread which bad
been dropped, nud hopes to weave at into some
cloth of gold™; and he has got Cheoey Lo help
him. Cheney'’s cloth s a thirteen-page article
on Bret Harte ; and, viewed a8 expert weaving,
it certwmly is n master-picce, and ought to

your pen, to teur autl one
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fill the editorial  breast  with  Joy. Harfe !
was  the first Editer of The  Overland
Monthly. Henee Clhieney's  choice ol lim

for a subject. Dut life 18 short,—particu-
larly in the Southwest,—and it is one thing to
choose your subject, and another thing to
write nbout it. Here wius Cheney's chance,
and we are prond to say that he rose to the
oceaslon. Another man might have tried to
draw something out of his own bruin.  Foolish,
old-fushioned writers still live, who think that
this is a good thing to do, What Cheney did
was (o take two old essays written by Edmund
(. Stedman, the one on Poe pud the otheér on
Lowel!, and paraphvase both into an essay
on Bret Harte, The result is in The Overland
Monthly. Clieney no doubt hag got his money
for the job; aud nobody has the hesdache—
or will have, till Bret Harte roads the article.
What the emofions of that gifted being may
be when he ascertains that Poe, Lowell, and
himeelf are one and the same perzon may,
perhaps, best be left to conjecture. One thing
is sure.  He will reverenee Cheney.

Mr, Stedman's cssay on Pos appeared in
Scribuer's Monthly, for May, 1550; his exsay
on Lowell, in The Century, for May, 1582,
Clieney goos n=-Mayiug for them in The (hwer-
land Monthly for January, 1883, and somw ex-
tracts are reprinted from his produetion on
another page. 1 is n perfoctly elearcase, and it
will make Cheney famous, Heonght to be, Such
men ure rarg and they should not be allowed to
work in obscurity. We have read Cheney's es-
sy with great edifieation ; and we ean testify |
that it not only discloses o spleadid me hod
for making every man his own magazinist, but
will adjust every literary sindent's impressions
us to the spiritnal qualities  that  un-
derlio Lowell's wonderful poem of  * The
Raven,” DBret  Harte's magnifieent  Com-
memoration Ode, and  Poe's droll  verses
on *The Heathen Chinee,” The great
carcer and complex mind o this poet, indeed,
wore never fully understood till now. Who
could imagine, whon Lowell was writing
“ The Fall of the House of Usher™ for Lhomp-
son's Overland Southern Monthly Litoravy Mos-

senger, that Bret Iarte would live to contrib-
ute the * Biglow Papers” to Burton's Maga-
zine, and Poe wind up lis curcer as American
Minister to the Court of St. Jumes! * For-
tune hath freaks, but n no so strange as that.”

MONKFY AND BUSINESS

The business of the new year has not mani-
fosted a8 vot as mach nctivity as was expected
1 legitimate trade, while the speculative auctiv-
ity has been great in some branches. Thus the
reportell sales of wheat at New-York already
exeoeld 22,600,000 bnshels this year, agninst
abont 18,000000 to date lnst year; of
coin 26,300,000 bushels, azaiust 5,200,000
inst year; of oats 7,100,000 bushels, azainst
1,800,000 last year, uad of petroleum
€0,000,000 barrels, against 21,700,000 last
yenr, The dealings in cotton, on the other
Laud, hayve been smnller=810,000 bales, ugainst
1,539,000 lest yent. In the peirolenm fiznves
reported, siles at Bradford and Ol City are in-
cluded for botl years. It will be seen that the
speenlative operations have on the whole been
wineh larger this year thus far than they were
last year to o corresponding date.  Yet the ex-
chiuges which represent puymients arising from
business of all kinds, both speculative and
legitimate, have been wueh smatler than they
were for the first two weeks of 1852 —only
£1,480,000,000, agains! $1,973,000,000 last
gear, This loss is partly due to comparative
stugnation in the Stock Exchange, where the
sules of Mtocks bave been smaller by nearly a
million shares than they wers last year. Never-
theless, after deducting donble the warket value
of stocks, the remaining exchanges for the two
werks amonnt to only £1, 100,000,000, arainst
%1,425,000,000 lust year, a decrease of 17 per
cent., Sueh s decline in payments of all kinds
other than on account of stock operations, in
spite. of & murked inerease in speculation in
products, elearly mlicates a larger decline in
the volume of legitimate trade,

This is to a considerable exteat because the
payments incident to the first of the new year
were evidently much smaller this year than in
1882, Of this fuct evidence is &een in the
trunsactions ac other vities, which were smaller
at Boston, Chie go, Cincinnaii and St. Louis,
and searcely larger at  Philadelphia, during the
first week of 1885 than during the first week of
1552, While this state of things appeared at
all the ehief eentres of wholesuls tiade, the ex-
changes at many of the minor cities and mann-
fucturing towns were larger than those of o
year ago.  Apparently paymeuts on account of
the business of last fall were mueh smaller
thin such payments were early in 1552 on ag
connt of business in the fall of 1881, Bt the
new business also secws as yet to bs smaller in
volume, outside of specnlative dealings, than it
wia @ year ago. It is pot by any meapsa
necessary inference that the present dulness is
to eontinne. The extremely mild and open
winter nuttl quite recently, bes tended to retard
denlings,

Disbursements by the Treasnry were not
closely watehed last week, becanse there was no
apprebension ns to the immedinte future of the
mouey mmket,  They sufiiced, taking the aver-
e of mx days endivg with Friday, to add
1,520,102 in specie to the bunk reseryes, while
the average withdrawal of curieney from the
bank wns As the baoks report n
eain in avernges of $2,325,000 specie and
#2,105,000 legal tenders it must  be inferred
that their receipta from the intenor added
about $3,200,000 1o therr reserves,  The sar-
plus is now $7,570,700, loans  having been bat
slightly expauded during the past week., There
is reason 10 suppose that & large proportion of
the recent inerease  hias been in aid of speeala-
tions in stocks aud prodocts, One or two banks
are siid to be gething very high rates of inter-
est on lonns made with potrolenm certiticates
na collnteral 3 others have increased their loans
on gramm and eotton.  In view of the tact that
excessive sprealation is now the chiel danger to
the poblie  prosperity, expausion io that direc-
tion cunuot to the
eeneral wellunre, Wihether loatis npon secarities
leld for specalntion have recently been in-
cregsed alues pot clearly appear, Tor altiongn
many mtae new  longs
of that chuineter, Very time loaus that
mutured about the beginning of the new year
have been pard and by the former burrowers
pot venewed, There is wnch evidence that the
amonnt of money borrowed on time by stock
deaters s very mueh smallor than v was o yeur
Thig indiestes either that securities have
loidged maore largely in  the hamds of those who
have large ©osonrees, or that the woonnt of
them held o this market has dipnzisho | within
ayear, The lutter explanation, it is generally
believed, ennnot. bo correct,

The course ol exchange, which is thought
guite mysterious by mugy, tends to support the
opinton that securttios in considerable amonut
have been sold in this market for foreign
bolders, and such information as can be ob-
tuiped points in that direction. At the same
time it is fair to remember thint purchnses are
often made on foreign account without im-
medinte shipment of securities or diselosure of
the taets,  Notwith<tunding the lnrge excess of
exports over imports in December amd Novem-
ber, the'full retnrns for the vear 1552 will prob-
ably ahow a very smull excess if any, leaving
net expurts of specie  amounting to about
#35,000,000 ad the only settlement yet made
for difterence on freight aod insurnee aeconnts,
profits of importers und undervaluation of im-
ports, anless payment has been made o seeuri-
tiew, I the imports have excerded the exports
of securities during the past year, as is gonel -
ally supposed, there must still be some un-
lgudated  balunee  due from this to other
COUNLYies.
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(loats are at a miscount, Once they met a cer-
tain weleome, now they meet asvoigun. We are
tudd that 500 people awaited the Paterson  ghost
thie othier night, wemed with revol vers, guns, pistuls
and Luives,  OF course hiw ghostship dido't come,
e wus no sieh fool, There was no occasion for his
motting himseif up for w turget.  He aodonbiedly
serupod the wud of Now-Jersey from bis feer and
botovk himsell elsewlhiere, Bot why dp ghosis seloct
Now-Jeraey and Harlem lor their appoarances ! Why
not ke s wore cheorful pluca! Now u ghost i
Madisou =quare on a Ssturday afternven would nu-
donbtedly seoie  bit, altbough it wight be bard to
aistiugnish him from sowe of the statues.  This re-
volver aud shiotgun  reception §s purtly $he fault of
thie ghosts thowss ives, who shouli cust their lines
in moro bospitabile places

PERSONAL,

The Tov. Dr, A, F. Burd, ot Syracnse, N, Y,, isto
sticeecd the Rev. Dr. Hitcheock in the American
chmiel in Puris,

Sarah Bernbardt-Damala hus elosely trimmed off
1he big trizees of hair that wsed o ovorshudow her
brow, to the great lmprovewment, it issoaid, of hor
Wppearuies,

Tho Inte Heury James left a considerable fortune,
to L tivided equally amoug lus dunghter and three

of higsons Hhs fourth son, a prosperons  business
man of wilwenkoe, was onatted, ot s own reguest,
frondthe lisc ot resadaary legatess,

The English Retorm « lub has decided to tender
Mr. Gladstone u banguetia the club-houss, London
early next wonth, but fear is now oxpressed that
the st of s boulth wid vot atdow lun o secept
the invitution,

Bineo the slcliness and death of M. Gambetta pub-
lie sentimout w Paris bas suppressod the operatio
auties of the Mile. Claire Gambetta whose svle

loged relatiouship to the Kepublican loader—a oy

tionship the ganninensss of wh
nn-hl rglant that si.o “\I'oh bol':: ::;mh;‘.“ﬂl
as * Mlle, Grévy, cousin o the !
the Republic. o
Topics of the holiday season nmong the Awe lo,
coliny in Paris were, the brilliant performant: iy
prvate theatvicals) of * Fron-Frou,” with Mis
Hooper, danghter of Viee-Consul Hoosor, fu the
leading role ; the departure of Mrs, Maskay, nuder
N eveo by e W Ratines b Bty
[ . .
tho arrival of Lis ni:u |ru the French uip?us. ”
The lnte Lot M, Morri'l and Timothy Howe, now
Postmuster-Goneral, wers admitted to the bar to.
gether, and began the practies of law in the same
town, Readfield, Maine, Morrill was then a Do
ecrat and Howe a Whig, and there was much
friendly pohitival rivalry between them. Affera
faw years they left Readfield together,
win houors it'l,lhﬂ capiial of his ﬁral?:: 3’533.125
{};w’n to go West and grow up with the coan-
Mrs. Langtry spent much time in Chicaro af
roller-skuting, a pasrime of which she is very tond,
The late Clark Mills left a widow, two sous whe
are senlptors of no mean ability, snd a daoghter,
Miss Eva Mils, the well-known singer I
1w related that when ks sons went abroad
to study art he furnished them ewith ee
emull an allowance of woney that ove of lus
intimate friends remarked upon it,  * Well,” sald
the seulptor, ** 1 wish to teach my boysself-reliance.
Living 18 inoxpensive at Munich, Their art educa-
tinn will cost nothing, and they ought soon 1o be
able to earn something in that eity. | want them
tostart in life whi'e I live. Then, if they atnumbla
and call for belp, [ ean go to their reacne. I I keep
them wed to me, dep -udent, titl 1 die, then if the
fall in the uatried paths l:i euterprise, Lhey wi
hw&:ﬂ-mm frieud to help them to their feet
uyn
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GENERAL NOTES.

town in lowa which bhas
o  population of 1,300, and twelve distiuet
and  sepsraie  eburch  organizatlona whiel
A lotal paper says are uo! busy convertlog outsalders but
in trying to kil off ench othpr. Life 1 mude miserable
to the unfortunate strupger who comes to that town.
Ho Is pounved upon by the em ssaries of these or

tiur o, und If pe shouid be weak coough to yield to the
bigndistimenis of one, e ia promptly ostracized by sll
the o hers, ‘U'ie aforesndd looal ||I:p{r aerlun= tl’;lu
thut 1he busness of the town is very much injured hy
this stwie bl afisiin. 11 would secm (hat if there way
mare teliglon aud « little less clarch, It would be betted
all around,

The town of Longview, Tex, has de-
veloped 8 novel mothiod of making New Yesr's visits,
Tue prominent g utlemen of the town made thelr ealls un
that day Lo the following ludiorons style: They provided
themselves with pleces of brown eardboard aboul a foot
square on which thelr numes wers rudely printed In
lurge type. They preéented these visitiog eards st the
dours on & hage dostpan. Faeh  gentleman  roda
the most ungainly  mwule  that aould e
tuand, aud was sccompanled by &  servant
woitnted ol A wplemidd boree, \y
naparisoned. Tor servunts ourrled the mammoth visiting
cards 0 & basket, Buchia the wild and untrammeliod
freodum of e o the Lone Scar State.

An interesting annual statement of busiuess
I8 tasued to-dav by the Equitable Lite Assuranes Come
pany of this city, from whieh 1t appears that the come
pany badat the beganing of this yesr the enormwous sur
plus over linbilities of $10,.500,000, nnd gross assets ol
nore then $45,000.000. A compurison of the smounts
of uew business done during ench of the past five year
wunwa n steady Increase fr m o ltt & more than twen y-
one mitHonas in 1479 to sixty two and & quartor milllons
In 1852 —he largest annual business, 1t ta suld, «ver doue
by o sigle Hfe-lngurance company. The compaoy be
eves that bin remarkable prospority Is dus to it
& rength, na shown by its lnrwe surplus ; the lurge divl
denids earned tor pollei-holders ; 1ts gimpie ‘orm of eo.
tract, incuitestibic after turee Yenrs, lumediste pay-
wienh of valil olnims ; the entire absenee of couiesied
claiias from it bowks ; and the genersl nivantages of the
tuntiae sysioun

Chica zo has just scorsd a poiat in the ever-
lasting dispaie Letween 1t und Bt. Lonts as to tieir relae
tive greatueas, A gootleman laa heen visiting 8i. Louis
ately in search of informution in regard to the eary
sottlement of [iuols, the Glstory of which he s enguged
In writiog. Aud he Las pubdlisbed in all the St. Louls
papers that tuat clty, of all the towns of suy alze ba
ever  visited, 18 tho st burren of facllities for
soquiring  Juformation  of  the paak He wua
refersed to the st Lonls Historiesl Socloly fur eertuln
documents, and to Lis astonisbment be found that sugust
oy siowad away in o storsys room in s csllar, and e
presumable treasiures wors ludden from view in bosos
al paresa, The wost guiling thlug sbout s & ale-
sl be that IC s & Clkléago man wun akas i, aud tont

e immedbately adds tust Cldengs ts rnlaing a lurge sum
0f mouey to ercet s suitadle badding for ite Historioal
mw-to.). Thie ventrable taiub wooul largs leol is nuibiug
Lo this,

Recently there has been o great deal of ox-
eltewent o Montreal over the report that 8 oapd of rég
urrectionlsts were at work sitllng the gruves Lo sowe of
the eemetorica, The otoer vlgbt ab alert nnd intellicent
policemin of that elly siaw s wysterivus-lovking steigh,
with o hoavy black cloth thrown over lis coutouls, driv-
g rapidly from a well-known cemetery, and followed
15 When Ge saw (L eoter toe grouiils of o lurge wedieal
oitlege o wiua sire Lt be bad Goeartbed a vile coioe
sgiingt the dewd, He woited autll the driver bad
ulicted lis  lLopses, when be  suddealy  appeared
sud o aegradl voice deminded what wis in the sluigh
Vloe driver sl 10 was none of Lis bosioess, ot which the
polfeewan turast his tand under (e coveriug, nud was
aorrilled gt coming routact with u vold climmy band,

o 3 s L ¢ Uhe coveriug off ue soolgh, nx-
ug curgo of *aufia” In iuls be
gavity Jor the sicigh wos filed
al swadents who bad ocen off on &
*uud baul fuken cbls melhod of Loasiog Loe ali-
thoriles, Foe pouceasn ived aard to ook digubied
unuer bis discomtiinre, onl wily ratuer poor sluCcas.,

There is a

POLITICAL NEWS,

Governor Batler's order to his executive
clock 1o wave The Boston Post diseontioued is supposed
iy sowe (0 by (he fest step lu uly campalga of reivrm
At gconomy. A more pla sible explanation, Loweve,

cian b tound tn the evident antagonisin of tha! papar io
wlowing (e Goveraor (0 e Cus Demoerade party 40y
wilger o furiaer his Prestdo ool sspirativas or W
plinieh Dis enemles iu tee Kepablioan pa.gy.

There is now and then a mild effort made

‘to push Cougressmun Hamwond, of Goorala, for the

Bpoakeralip, bul notiiug lo the nature of u bools in wa
iavor has developed s yer Too sdvoosies of Free
Prude see that with so wany candulutes In the feld
wentust M, Randail e ts likely to win toe fight, and
hence the evideat dealre to concentrate, Butl the pros:
prcts of Me. Uammond’s belug taken np A8 4 comprouiiss
caudidace atv sot very Buatieriog, Bosides, be uds io-
Juredt is chagers by eXplessing & doub whether his
party cut vieoi & President uest year, sod il s sn
b parduiabie vlsuce in (e eyes of 8 Deluovit,

It the Democrats . conld cast some of the
odium of the Tennesses repudlation avd defaleation
upon tne Ropnotiesas 16 would s & source of great
reliel to thcw. Bat the dvbi was ervated beiore the war,
whun  the State was Uuder the  undispuled
coutrol of the Demuoeracy, and the man who Loy coboed
fuc Lresnary belnnugs to Lie same parky, Hue overy uwe
an 6toenpt s maae to o i the burden the party ouly
B aa plelnly (04t 1 ls on tue right suoulaers now. e
Sliat TRMeEta R wolad, L i Weli Kuown thus tie Kepuods
catn by @ B0l = ¥ fot tue public ervilie. The frantio
CIOEE DALY o0 6l Thetn Wik vhie stain of tepiadialion
will, iuerciare, e futhie,

tovernor Rooie, of Maine, has redecied the
promee be Due dunng oo osuVuss sud n appoluted
ex-Jindge Lioby to lis old seat on the Beuch of Hiak
stwin. Llie Judige (0w Dowoeral, bub be refused (o ssaist
Low Giareelun anig 1 ils eideavor W stesl Lhe Slate 10
IRTH, und seoveditigly Uovernor ULasted reiused to re
pominaie i Wik Judgeellp waen uls Lo exphrod
sl mibetipl Lo uegtads B puuisu au upight audge
for doitg s duly wis resenied Uy Le peopin of M
wiod ey detiatded s solastlewmc it Guvertor Lould
how protnpoy responded by kg 10 tho st wob of Lils
AT Ts

Booming Presidentinl candilates is o far
lenw Fortile aolroe of wiodssment Ly Lie South then o the
Norti, probabiy beeaiss thit scotion bas no mau whost
1t expeots to see nominate s, [t will b ve s poeat Vuolce
Luwever, ln the selwotion of b wex: Deuineratic wom
fuve, aad tos nundidate it fuvors will doub.iess head Lue
teket, Totuations, therstors, (o the Soud of peof
aroaces for oertalo weu lave more siguilicance [
Luose given in toe Norch  Judge Field is adoa: the ouly
cnudidate who has & disduet boom iu bue Sonihara
Hintes. The Macon Telegraph puys tim s anudsowe oot

inennt, tud aay® Tiat ie B8 the ol for » nnult»ur-t':
i‘-mlduutlm caulidate exaoily, Ex-oousiur molo
il e 08! Wave Uovernurs wili bave (o Keop an eF®
ou Judge Fiohl .

The wwepdment or repudiating Dewoeats
Eilued @ viotory 1 bug orguuiention of the lower Huuse
of the Arkauses Legisiutare, s the prediotion is troely’
wiade thut toe propusitlon (o Tepulete & largs part
the Stute debt will be subuwitted aguln to the people
Tue Guyeruor, Naweyer, i Lis mossage ls evidently 38
fuvor of tue Logisintiure taklng sows uution o ired
Buisie from the statn of repudietion, The State, bo 8%
1a nut rosponsible for the wmouns of the bonds, but be
belleves It to bo under morul obligations (o see that (b

b Futiub
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